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the road rise to meet you.
the wind be always at your back.
the sun shine warm upon your face.
the rain fall soft upon your fields.
until we . . .

Member of
Paradise Coastmen
2003 - 2022

Bob Slade 1948 - 2022

Robert W. Slade was born September 9, 1948 in Madison, South Dakota to Wayne and
Bonnie (Shabino) Slade. He graduated in 1966 from Alexandria High School in
Alexandria, South Dakota. He attended South Dakota State University in Brooking,
South Dakota, graduating in January 1971 with a Bachelor of Science Degree, majoring
in electrical engineering. He received his commission through the R.O.T.C. program in
the United States Air Force upon graduation. He completed Undergraduate Pilot
Training at Williams Air Force Base, Arizona in April, 1972. During his 22 plus year
career in the Air Force he flew KC-135 Stratotankers and KC-10 Extender air refueling
aircraft. He received a regular commission in the Air Force in 1976. During his career
he received a number of medals for his service. He retired from the Air Force in August
1993.
Robert married Sandra Thompson of Sioux Falls, South Dakota on February 27, 1971
in Fulton, South Dakota. They had one son, Mark Slade. On December 15, 1985 he
married Linda Humphrey in Goldsboro, North Carolina.
After retiring from the Air Force, they moved to Raleigh, North Carolina where Bob
taught Junior R.O.T.C. at Vance County High School in Henderson, North
Carolina. After retiring from his position there, he and Linda moved to Naples,
Florida. While in Naples, he joined the Paradise Coastmen barbershop chorus. Bob
enjoyed singing with the chorus and served as President of the chorus. He and Linda
also sang in the choir of their local church, the North Naples Methodist Church. He was
a life time member of the Fulton-Farmer-Epiphany American Legion Post in Fulton,
South Dakota.
Bob and Linda moved back to Raleigh, North Carolina in 2021, due somewhat to his
declining health.
He passed away on May 27, 2022, under hospice care, after a long battle with
Parkinson’s disease.
He is survived by his wife, Linda, of Raleigh, North Carolina; son Mark Slade and wife
Tina of Sioux Falls, South Dakota; step son Scot Humphrey and his wife Alison of
Raleigh, North Carolina; grandsons Brennan, Jackson, Garrett, Nolan and Griffin
Slade of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, granddaughter Brielle Slade of Sioux Falls, South
Dakota, grandson Ward Humphrey of Raleigh, North Carolina and granddaughter
Mary Lane Humphrey of Raleigh, North Carolina. He is also survived by his brother,
Gary Slade of Mitchell, South Dakota.
He was preceded in death by his parents Wayne and Bonnie Slade.
He will be buried at a later date in
Arlington National Cemetery, Washington, D.C.
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2010 Barbershopper Of The Year
Bob with his fellow BOTYS

In my many years in this great hobby I have never met a barbershopper with more
dedication than Bob Slade. He was President, Program Vice President, Valentine
Chairman, and a Barbershopper of the Year. He also put together the show
programs and made sure we had a spring show venue at North Naples Methodist
Church. Bob was essentially the go to guy for anything that needed to be done. He
was a good singer who never sang in a quartet, but contributed to the chapter and
chorus in so many other ways. We have lost a good man and a dear friend. I shall
miss him.

Gray Poehler
Bob Slade was a wonderful person—as is his wife Linda. Hard worker for sure.
Bob was the first to step up and take on an issue, and he happily solved whatever
needed solving. It was my pleasure to work with him over the years. He was a
credit to the organization and the Society. A good friend to all on the risers.
Rest in peace!
Larry Leonard
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Bob was first in line to pick up
trash with the Paradise
Coastmen crew when they
committed to clean a street
monthly, for the city of Naples.
Don Kirkpatrick

As many of us knew, Bob was
not only an enthusiastic
supporter of barbershop and
the Paradise Coastmen Chorus;
he was the most sought after
soccer referee in Naples. He
could run the field with the best
of them!
Don Kirkpatrick
Jim McKinnon Gray Poehler

Bob(in uniform) Richard Klym

This is one of my favorites showing that
Bob Slade did everything electronic for
the Paradise Coastmen. Valentine
quartet management, recording, music
amplification…. You name it, he did it!
And he was my dear friend.
Don Kirkpatrick
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Dick Percy

Don Kirkpatrick

Bob

Rehearsal at North Naples Church

Bob made sure his Kensington Country Club (KCC) friends supported the Paradise
Coastmen through use of their facilities, concerts, dinners; I can assure you that many
delicious cocktails were purchased at KCC, by Bob and Linda, for all of us.
Bob Slade did everything that needed to be done for PC. As President, he not only
ran a tight ship, but volunteered to take on every duty that our chorus required. You
name it - he did it! He was Mr. Barbershop, 24/7, year after year! We should also
thank Linda who was not only his loving wife, but was an enthusiastic supporter of
everything barbershop.
Don Kirkpatrick

2019 Singout at Moorings Park

Bob

Fran Page
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Bob Slade was an extremely dedicated member of the Paradise Coastmen. He could
always be counted on to do whatever was needed. When I joined the chorus he was
in charge of putting together the printed program for the annual show. Since I have
computer skills he enlisted my help. When his health began to fail, I took over leading
the task, but he insisted on continuing to help people design their ads to lighten my
load. I really appreciated his help. He continued doing that even though it became
increasingly difficult for him to do so. He stopped only when COVID caused the show
to be cancelled. His hard work and cheerful enthusiasm will be missed by all who
knew him.
Bob Davidson

I knew Bob through my 18 years as a member of the Paradise Coastmen. We had
common interests in that I was from North Dakota and he was from South Dakota.
I graduated from North Dakota State and he graduated from South Dakota State. We
both went through ROTC and were commissioned as Lieutenants in the US Military.
We both served on the chorus board and also as President. We were friends as
couples and enjoyed the relationship.Bob was a dedicated husband and also a
dedicated barbershopper. He will be missed by all who knew him.

Jim McKinnon

2018 SHOW with his fellow basses
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What a blessing to have men and women who are dedicated to serving in our
country's military. Thanks to Bob Slade for his service to the USA ! I picture Bob
in the pilot's seat of our country's jet aircraft...and I picture him being the
consummate go-to guy in The Paradise Coastmen...and I picture him living his life
to the fullest, no matter what challenges our good God gave him. What an honor
to know Bob ! And when I became a dual BHS member by joining the PC in
January, 2017, Bob gave me a great gift by naming me the Paradise Coastmen
Sunshine Chairman...the best job ever ! Thank you, Bob...I am most grateful.
"May God hold you in the palm of His hand."
John Kapspar

Bob loved doing the singouts
Here he is at The Botanical Gardens
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